ECRIN IN THE
COVID-19 OUTBREAK

During the COVID-19 outbreak, ECRIN rapidly deployed support and
services to the design, planning and conduct of clinical trials, tools to
facilitate clinical research, and to coordinate COVID-19 clinical research
in Europe

Support for COVID-19
clinical trials

Three COVID-19 trial
initiatives with ECRIN

Early in the crisis, ECRIN promoted
the use of large adaptive platform
trials to test multiple treatments
simultaneously,
avoiding
the
duplication of trials.

EU-RESPONSE project funding
both Discovery and EU SolidAct
trials

ECRIN is now a participant in
all the EU-funded COVID-19
clinical trial initiatives.

VACCELERATE
project
establishing a pan-European
vaccine network and designing
master protocols for vaccine
trials.

RECOVER
project,
REMAP-COVID trial

funding

Tools for COVID19 clinical research
The Clinical Research Metadata Repository: enables the
discovery of clinical trial metadata (registry data, protocols,
informed consent, data management plans, etc), for any disease
area, and represents more than one million documents. The
development was supported by the H2020 XDC project and the
EOSC Life project.
Individual Participant Data Repository for COVID-19 clinical
trial data sharing: is a secure, GDPR-compliant, patient-level, data
repository enabling COVID-19 trial data sharing. This tool is
funded through the EOSC-Life project and a pilot repository will
be available this summer linked to the EU COVID-19 Data Portal.
Toolbox for the design, planning and management of adaptive
platform trials: will support adaptive platform trials in any disease
area, allowing cross-fertilization across medical disciplines.

ECRIN
Marketplace
The COVID-19 Marketplace
allows clinical researchers to
post an early trial synopsis and
to connect with potential
partners willing to address a
similar research question.
As the ongoing Covid-19 crisis
requires researchers to join
forces worldwide, sharing a
research question is a critical
step in this global cooperation
effort. This tool was developed
to reduce duplication of trials
and promote multinational
cooperation.

ECRIN COVID-19
Toolbox:
a literature review
trial registries
funding calls
fast-track
regulatory
approvals for
COVID trials
regulatory &
ethical
considerations
pandemics
other resources

Coordination of COVID-19
clinical research in Europe
ECRIN leads a work package acting as a bridge between RECOVER and
EU-RESPONSE, in charge of coordinating the major COVID-19 trials in
Europe.
The Trial Coordination Board coordinates the investigators of REMAPCOVID, Discovery, EU-SolidAct, and also the WHO Solidarity, the UK
Recovery and Principle trials, and the NIH ACTIV-III. It also promotes a
dialogue with the major stakeholders (EMA, HTAs, CTFG, Ethics
Committees, Industry) and policymakers (WHO, ECDC, EU Commission).
The Joint Access Advisory Mechanism coordinates the activities of
each trial’s prioritization board and provides a single contact point for
investigator-initiated or industry-initiated arms requesting access to the
large European COVID-19 platform trials.
Another board allows the exchange of unblinded information on safety
between the DSMB chairs.
ECRIN's mission is to support the conduct of multinational clinical research in
Europe. For this purpose, it supports sponsors/investigators to effectively
design, plan and conduct multinational clinical trials, while providing relevant
tools and operational services to support their research.

EU-AMRI, the European Alliance of Medical Research Infrastructures, is the collaboration between the
European research infrastructures BBMRI-ERIC, EATRIS-ERIC and ECRIN-ERIC. The three research
infrastructures are sister organisations, providing complementary services to researchers in the field of
biomedical sciences and supporting the development of personalised medicine and new treatments.
EU-AMRI was formed in 2020 to offer a comprehensive workflow for researchers in biomedical
science, a one-stop-shop for industry and academia, to conveniently choose from a range of services
according to their research needs.
BBMRI-ERIC is the European Research Infrastructure for Biobanking and Biomolecular Resources,
bringing together all the main players from the biobanking field to boost biomedical research.
EATRIS-ERIC is the European Research Infrastructure for Translational Medicine, providing services for
biomedical innovation and translational medicine, from target validation to early clinical trials.
ECRIN-ERIC is the European Clinical Research Infrastructure Network that facilitates multinational
clinical research, supporting sponsors and investigators to effectively design, plan and conduct
multinational clinical trials.

EU-AMRI MEMBERS, BBMRI, EATRIS, ECRIN JOINING FORCES TO
ACCELERATE COVID-19 RESEARCH
The EU-AMRI Covid-19
Fast Response Service is a
coordinated and
accelerated procedure for
researchers to access the
academic facilities,
services and resources of
the three EU-AMRI medical
research infrastructures. It
covers the scientific chain
from biobank to
translational medicine to
multinational clinical trials.
Services and expertise
include and are not limited
to: biomaterials and
associated clinical data, advanced preclinical models, immunomonitoring and virological assays,
clinical isolation units, scientific advice procedure with the European Medicines Agency or national
authorities, certified Data centres for the management of clinical trial data, and access to planning and
management of clinical trial services. The three research infrastructures committed to a 72-hour
response and provided one single point of contact to manage all users’ requests .

EU-AMRI DRIVING CHANGE IN POLICY
Sharing best practices at policy panels:
●

15 May 2020 hosted by the
Croatian Presidency of the European
Council, Toni Andreu (EATRIS Scientific
Director) was a panelist on behalf
of EATRIS, BBMRI and ECRIN

●

21 October 2020: OECD Global Science
Forum - Mobilising science in response
to COVID-19. Jacques Demotes (ECRIN
General Director) was a panelist on
behalf of EATRIS, BBMRI and ECRIN

●

24 March 2021: At the European
Strategy Forum on Research
Infrastructures Conference Open
Session, Anton Ussi (EATRIS Operations
and Finance Director) talks about the
joint response to the COVID-19
pandemic

FORMULATING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY-MAKERS
●

5 RECOMMENDATIONS TO ACCELERATE
COVID-19 RESEARCH (MAY 2020)
An article published in EURACTIV (an
independent pan-European media network
specialised in EU policies) outlined the role of
European Medical Research Infrastructures as
part of the global response. Read more here.

●

BIOMARKER RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR COVID-19: EUROPEAN MEDICAL RESEARCH
INFRASTRUCTURES CALL FOR GLOBAL COORDINATION, CLINICAL INFECTIOUS DISEASES
(SEPTEMBER 2020)
EU-AMRI published a paper in the
Clinical Infectious Diseases journal
about the common strategic
objectives and action lines of the
European Alliance of Medical
Research Infrastructures (AMRI),
established to improve the research
process and tackle challenges
related to diagnostic tests and
biomarker development for COVID19. Read more and access the full
article here.

Find out more
bbmri-eric.eu
eatris.eu
ecrin.org

